celebrating 85 years




{t was 1977 when !‘wee art-
&-hool graduates. Erik Erkson,
IB2 LIpham, and Richard Yelle.
isported a glassblowing

e inthe backofacartoa
wn New York warehouse,
aunching the first artist-
s center inthe LS. The

P
ly and Toats Zynsky, Over the decades. the
organization moved:to Brooklyn inta a boarded-up
Iformer theater, was renamed UrbanGlass, and
became the country’s [argest glass workshop
for independent artists.

Four years ago, UrbanGlass opened a
3,000-square-foot ground-tevet exhibi-
tion and retail space designed pro-bone
by |effrey Beers International, the firm's
namesake founder himself introduced to
glassblowing by Chihuly. Simultanecusty,
Leeser Architecture renovated the non-
profit's 17.000-square-foot third-floor
space. where thousands of students take
classes and hundreds of artists and destgners
work. =

MILESTONES

-

From tap: The retaif portion of UrbanGlass in

Brogklyn, New York, selfs Jamre Hacris wall

sculptures, Andrew Hughes bowis, and o lamp

b Michiko Sokano, alf hond-blown 00'site. A

1981 photagroph of the New York Experimental

i Glass Workshop's second location, obove o
garege on Monhottan's Mutberry Siceet. The

) current building, o former theater from 1918
reagvated by Jeffrey Beers International ond

Leaser Architecture, Jeffrey Beers blowing glass

with Donsel Trupiana i 1984,
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